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Background to the research project

Due to the break-up of the centrally-planned economy, giant state organisations
have largely been replaced by small privately-driven firms, and the enterprise sector
has gained a new role in the economic life of post-socialist states. Companies are
the key driving force in implementing economic reforms in practice and making the
ex-centrally planned economies catch up with the developed West. In order to
succeed in this catching up process, a new entrepreneurial class has to be formed
and the old enterprise population has to be transformed to meet the requirements of
the present day.

In Russia, the formation of new entrepreneurial class and the transformation of the
old enterprise population has been rather slow. In order to accelerate
entrepreneurial development, the local firms have to be pushed to learn advanced
management practices by enforcing both domestic and foreign competition.
Moreover, eroded post-Soviet business ethics should be tackled. And finally,
Russian corporations should be encouraged to internationalise, since it is ultimately
these firms which integrate the Russian economy towards the global economy. This
microeconomic transformation shapes a new role for Russian enterprises in the
international business arena.

Even if the aforementioned challenges facing Russian enterprises have already
been voiced by several scholars, surprisingly few research projects have been
designed to analyse the relationship between the internationalisation process and
microeconomic development in Russia. This research project for its part, aims at
filling this knowledge gap.
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Outward internationalisation

The structure of the project

Inward internationalisation

Russian business activities abroad
and their spillover effectsinside
Russia

Russian busi ness ethics abroad:
What business cultural influence do
Russian companies spread when they
internati onalise?

Border crossings and permeability of

the boundaries between EU and —

Russia - to enterprises, to employees
and to operational modes
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M icroeconomic tr ansfor mation

Foreign Direct Investment changing
local business? A network perspective
on the impact of FDI on the local
business network in Russia

In Russia
el
S Business development in
Russian regions
S
Business ethical =

transformation

Supply chain management in the
emerging market context: challenges
and prospectsin Russian FMCG
supply chains

Industrial restructuring'\

I nter national mobility of
new professionals

Drivers and barriers to modernisation
in Russian pulp and paper industry:
Comparison of Kareliaand
Arhangelsk to Finland
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A concluding report:
New role of Russian enterprises

as actors in an internationa business arena
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